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Greetings to our ETEBA Members, Partners, and Friends. 

Before I dive into the focus of this message, I must open with a big THANK YOU to the ETEBA Board, staff, and members. It has been 
such a wonderful couple of months as your Executive Director. We have hosted two record breaking regional forums, multiple 
Monthly Membership meetings with fantastic presenters and participants, welcomed new members, attended national and regional 
events representing our members, and established countless new partnerships. It truly is an honor to lead this organization. 

I would like to personally invite each of you to join us for the Business Opportunities and Technical Conference (BOTC 2022) on 
October 4 – 6 in Knoxville. We have an incredible agenda for you. Simply follow this link to review (www.eteba.org/botc). We are 
confident you will be as excited as we are about the opportunities you will find at this BOTC. How can you participate? Please take 
the opportunity to continue reading to find out. 

REGISTER TO ATTEND: We encourage you to attend. We feel confident that registering to attend is a great investment in your 
business and your network. Speakers have been carefully selected based on their ability to bring you the latest opportunities 
across the industry. Networking opportunities have been strategically planned to provide you the greatest opportunity to build new 
business relationships. We have worked hard to bring you a BOTC agenda which maintains those components of the BOTC that bring 
you back year after year while also “shaking things up” a bit. View the current agenda by clicking here.

SIGN UP AS A SPONSOR: This event is made possible through the arduous work of an incredible planning committee. It is also made 
possible because of the businesses who select to sponsor our conference. Online (Sponsorship Levels – Energy, Technology and 
Environmental Business Association (eteba.org) you will find many opportunities to add your company name to the list of BOTC 2022 
sponsors. In return you will see that we make it a priority to meet your expectations as an exhibitor through many benefits. 

EXHIBIT: If broadening your network while sharing the excellent work of your company is a priority, I encourage you to consider 
exhibiting at our conference (many of our sponsorship levels come with exhibit opportunities). With hundreds of registrants and 
multiple breaks and events throughout the BOTC we are confident you will find exhibiting beneficial. 

PLAY A ROUND:  Each year during the BOTC we host a golf tournament which raises money for scholarships which are awarded 
to regional universities. Sign up to sponsor or play here (2022 Golf Tournament – Energy, Technology and Environmental Business 
Association (eteba.org). 

We hope to see you in October. Whether you are an active member of 
ETEBA who attends annually, or you are new to the BOTC we look forward 
to your participation in this annual event. Please feel free to reach out to 
any of the ETEBA staff or board members with questions. 

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Harm 
Executive Director, ETEBA 
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Members Answer: Why BOTC?

Business Opportunities & Technical Conference
October 4-6, 2022

ETEBA: Why the BOTC? Why should companies 
attend this conference? 

Mark: The BOTC has gained a well-deserved reputation as 
a place all companies, large or small, can not only learn 
about upcoming opportunities, but also meet with clients 
and partners. 

Jennifer: The BOTC is one of the most effective events for 
networking with client agents and teaming partners of 
all sizes. You’ll learn about business opportunities from 
multiple government agencies and hear about new trends 
and requirements to help you increase your chances of 
winning contracts.

Alex: It checks all the boxes for me. I can network with 
colleagues and meet new businesses from across the 
industry while hearing straight from federal agencies about 
upcoming opportunities.

ETEBA: What session are you most looking forward 
to this year? 

Mark: I’m looking forward to the session on recruiting and 
retaining the workforce. This is a hot topic right now and 
the panel we have will provide some unique perspectives 
on how to solve these challenges.

Jennifer: The Workforce Initiatives Panel is going to be 
unique and provide fresh ideas and perspectives on how 
our industry is working to solve the labor concerns we’re 
all facing.  Retention, recruitment and training are at the 
forefront of our business demands and ETEBA has made 
this topic a focus in support of our members.

ETEBA: What does the partnership with DOE-EM in 
hosting Small Business Thursday at the BOTC mean 
to you?

Alex: To have them (DOE-EM) choose the BOTC to host part 
of their Small Business Program shows how DOE values 
ETEBA as a partner.

Jennifer: As a medium sized business with some NAISC 
codes in SB categories this gives me access to new buyers 
and teaming partners and consolidates two events I would 
have attended into one which helps reduce the pull on my 
time and marketing budget.

ETEBA: Why should a company consider sponsoring 
the BOTC? 

Mark: Its fantastic value. Companies should not only 
sponsor but come and talk to the ETEBA staff and board 
and see how they can get involved. We are always looking 
for BOTC planning team members to help us improve and 
shape future conferences.

Alex: Aside from highlighting your business to a wide 
audience at the conference, the ETEBA team does an 
excellent job of publishing and sharing sponsors across 
their wide network.

Alex, Mark and Jennifer are active members of the planning 
committee for the 2022 BOTC (and the ETEBA Board). We 
are grateful for their participation and encouragement as 
we work hard to bring you this opportunity. We encourage 
you to reach out to our ETEBA staff or board members 
with questions about the BOTC and ETEBA. Find contact 
information here: About ETEBA – Energy, Technology and 
Environmental Business Association.

The Business Opportunities and Technical Conference takes place October 4 - 6 in 
downtown Knoxville. We spoke with Alex Snyder of Mesa Associates, Mark Ellison 
of Jacobs, and Jennifer Stone of Thompson Engineering, three members who 
attend annually to hear why they think the BOTC is the “place to be” in 2022. 

Thank you to our sponsors!

The BOTC is the place to be! It checks all the boxes for me.
- Alex Snyder, Mesa Associates, Inc.“ ”

https://eteba.org/about-us/
https://eteba.org/about-us/
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BOTC 2022: Call for Abstracts
The 2022 Business Opportunities and Technical Conference (BOTC) is scheduled for October 4-6, 2022 and will offer in-person and pre-
recorded technical presentation options that will be featured throughout the business opportunity sessions during the conference. 
These technical sessions offer an exceptional opportunity to showcase specialized technical expertise and unique technological 
advances, and to share lessons learned and/or the successful management and completion of technically challenging projects. We 
encourage ETEBA members, conference participants, and subject matter experts to take this opportunity to share your technical 
expertise and project successes with your technical peers, potential teaming partners, and most notably, existing, or potential clients. 
This year, potential topics of interest could include:

 ▶ Advance Collaboration - Digital Tools for Performance Optimization
 ▶ Cyber Security – Artificial Intelligence 
 ▶ End State Contracting – Implementing a Closure Based Approach
 ▶ Emerging Contaminants - Polyfluoroalkyl Substances 
 ▶ Brownfield Redevelopment – Removing Challenges
 ▶ Asset Allocation – Development, Modernization, Monitoring

Beyond these, we welcome your suggestions which may be technical-, logistical- or execution-based while contributing to performance 
improvement.

To take advantage of this terrific opportunity, please submit a 200 – 250 word abstract to Paul Preston (paul.preston@arcadis.com) on 
behalf of the BOTC Technical Review Committee by Friday COB, September 2, 2022! Presenters will be notified if their papers have been 
accepted by Friday, September 16th. Abstracts will be available to conference participants online following the BOTC.

Pre-recorded presentations must be in Widescreen PowerPoint format, and all videos must be embedded in the presentation. Thirty 
minutes will be allotted for each presentation. We encourage you to share this announcement with your technical staff and project 
managers so that they can take this opportunity to demonstrate your company’s unique technical capabilities and experience to your 
professional peers, business partners, and clients in this section of the BOTC.

TO SUBMIT AN ABSTRACT
Please submit your abstracts to Paul Preston at paul.preston@arcadis.com by Friday, September 2, to be considered for a presentation. 
We look forward to seeing you this Fall for ETEBA BOTC 2022!

SPECIAL THANKS TO TOURNAMENT COORDINATOR
AND BREAKFAST SPONSOR PINNACLE SPECIALTY GROUP

Scholarship & Educational Fundraiser $95
Individual Player:

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!

OCTOBER 4, 2022
8:30 AM SHOTGUN START
WILLOW CREEK COUNTRY CLUB
KNOXVILLE, TN

Silver

$500
 ▶ 2 Player registrations, 

including green fees and cart
 ▶ Individual Gold Sponsor Sign 

at tournament registration
 ▶ Acknowledgment on 

tournament advertisements
 ▶ Your company logo 

featured on ETEBA website 
tournament page

Gold

$1,000
 ▶ 4 Player registrations, 

including green fees and cart
 ▶ Individual Gold Sponsor Sign 

at tournament registration
 ▶ Acknowledgment on 

tournament advertisements
 ▶ Your company logo 

featured on ETEBA website 
tournament page

 ▶ Company logo on conference 
center slide rotator

Bronze

$250
 ▶ Hole sign with company 

logo
 ▶ Your company logo on 

ETEBA website tournament 
page

Entry fee includes:
Cart, Range Balls and Course Fees
Food & Refreshments Before & After Play
Scholarship Donation

Visit eteba.org/botc/golf to register today!

https://eteba.org/botc/golf/


SPOTLIGHT: PHOTOS FROM THE SAVANNAH RIVER FORUM
Photos by Terri Reedy
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BGS Staff Participate as Part of the Leadership Team for DOE’s New i2X

The Interconnection Innovation e-Xchange (i2X) develops innovative 
solutions to enable faster, simpler, and fairer interconnection of solar 
energy, wind energy, and energy storage, while enhancing the reliability 
and resilience of our nation’s distribution and transmission grid 
networks. The program is led by the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE) 
Solar Energy Technologies Office (SETO) and Wind Energy Technologies 
Office (WETO) with the support of several national laboratories, including 
the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL), National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory (NREL), and Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory 
(LBNL).  BGS staff, Ammar Qusaibaty, Cindy Bothwell, and Shay Banton, 
provide technical expertise to help DOE, the national laboratories, and 
the i2x partners and stakeholders develop solutions to interconnection 
challenges. Mr. Qusaibaty (Technology Manager-SETO), Ms. Bothwell 
(Grid Integration Engineer-WETO), and Mr. Banton (Technology Manager-
SETO) presented at the i2X Kickoff Webinar on June 7, 2022. Jennifer 
Granholm, U.S. Secretary of Energy participated as the keynote speaker 
and opening remarks were provided by Alejandro Moreno, Deputy 
Assistant Secretary, Renewable Power, in the DOE Office of Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable Energy. BGS is honored to have employees 
who are key contributors to this new and exciting initiative.

You can learn more about i2X at https://www.energy.gov/eere/i2x/interconnection-innovation-e-xchange-homepage.

Member HighlightsSubcontractors and Primes May Exchange Proposal 
Information Without Violating the Procurement Integrity Act

Particularly attentive readers of the Federal Acquisition 
Regulations (FAR) may recall that FAR Part 3, which details 
a range of business practices that are improper for federal 
contractors, has a specific section focusing on procurement 
integrity (FAR 3.104). That section of the FAR implements a 
statute known as the Procurement Integrity Act (PIA), 41 
U.S.C. §§ 2101-07, that prohibits both releases and receipt of 
source selection and contractor bid proposal information 
in certain cases. For example, FAR 3.104-3(b) prohibits 
even knowingly obtaining “contractor bid or proposal 
information or source selection information before the 
award of a Federal agency procurement contract to which 
the information relates,” at least in some circumstances.

The specifics of the circumstances that this prohibition 
applies to, however, have been murky for some time. A recent 
decision from the United States Court of Appeals for the 
Federal Circuit though, in a case named Mitchco Int’l, Inc. v. 
United States, 26 F.4th 1373, 1383 (Fed. Cir. 2022), illuminated 
at least one circumstance where that prohibition and the 
PIA would not apply and perhaps hinted at another.

In Mitchco, the court addressed the protest of an 
award to a company called Kentucky Office of Vocational 
Rehabilitation (KOVR) filed by Mitchco International, Inc. 
(Mitchco), which supported KOVR as a subcontractor on a 
predecessor contract to the award. As part of that protest, 
Mitchco alleged that KOVR and its new subcontractor, 
Southern Food Service Management, Inc. (Southern), 
violated the PIA by knowingly obtaining some of Mitchco’s 
cost or pricing data information during the performance 
of the earlier contract and using it for KOVR’s new bid. The 
Federal Circuit, which discussed these allegations in an 
appeal of the lower court’s (Court of Federal Claims’) denial 
of Mitchco’s arguments, rejected Mitchco’s suggestion that 
KOVR’s use of the data from the earlier contract violated the 
PIA.

In fact, the Federal Circuit held that because Mitchco’s 
concern focused only on data that KOVR was authorized 
to possess under its earlier work with Mitchco, no such 
violation could exist. In doing so, the Federal Circuit also 
acknowledged that the Court of Federal Claims denied 
Mitchco’s claim for a separate reason: its determination that 
“PIA violation claims can only be [ ] brought against present 
or former officials of the Federal Government or an advisor 
to the Federal Government…” See Mitchco Int’l, Inc. v. United 
States, 151 Fed. Cl. 537, 548 (2020). While the Federal Circuit 
refused to weigh in on the validity of that determination 
given that KOVR was authorized to possess the material at 
issue, the reference is notable and suggests that the court 
may be open to considering future arguments on that point.

The Federal Circuit decision in Mitchco is significant 
not only because it sets out some limits for the applicability 
of the PIA, but because it confirms that there are instances 
where one non-government entity can receive procurement 
information from another without a risk of a violation. The 
key is to be able to distinguish those safe-harbor instances 
from others.

Alexander (Alex) Gorelik is an associate attorney with the law 
firm of Smith Currie in their Washington DC office. He is a Certified 
Professional Contract Manager (CPCM) with a practice focused on 
government contracts and construction litigation, including the 
representation of owners, architects, engineers, general contractors, 
subcontractors, and suppliers. Alex got his Juris Doctor degree at the 
George Washington University Law School and his undergraduate 
degree at the University of Maryland in economics. 

Smith Currie has a long history of providing comprehensive 
legal services, nationwide and internationally, to all segments of 
the construction industry. The firm represents general contractors, 
construction managers, owners/developers, specialty contractors, 
manufacturers and suppliers, and design professionals on all types of 
construction projects, both public and private.

By Alexander Gorelik, Smith Currie & Hancock LLP

https://www.energy.gov/eere/i2x/interconnection-innovation-e-xchange-homepage


Member Highlights

11 12

HGL AWARDED AAEES SUPERIOR ACHIEVEMENT PRIZE FOR IN SITU TREATMENT PROJECT AT JOINT BASE 
ANDREWS (JBA)

On April 7, 2022, HydroGeoLogic, Inc. (HGL) received the 2022 Superior Achievement for 
Excellence in Environmental Engineering and Science™ Award for its innovative use of in 
situ groundwater treatment technologies at Joint Base Andrews (JBA), Maryland. The award 
is presented annually by the American Academy of Environmental Engineers & Scientists® 
(AAEES) to the best project entered in its Excellence in Environmental Engineering and 
Science™ Awards Competition. 

The project addressed a 21-acre trichloroethene (TCE) plume extending from the JBA-
controlled former Brandywine Defense Reutilization and Marketing Office (DRMO) yard beneath 
active railroad tracks and a public road into an adjacent residential area. DoD used the DRMO 
site for storage from 1943 to 1987, and spills, leaks, and storage practices common to that 
era resulted in the release of solvents and fuels into the environment and ultimately to the 
placement of the site on the National Priorities List (NPL) in 1999. 

HGL designed, constructed, and operated a 
groundwater extraction and treatment system to 
achieve hydraulic control of the dense nonaqueous 
phase liquid (DNAPL) source area. In addition, HGL designed and executed an extensive in situ 
enhanced reductive dechlorination remedy. By 2015, the entire plume beneath the residential 
area had been remediated to EPA Maximum Contaminant Levels.

To address residual sources of TCE and 1,4-dichlorobenzene (1,4-DCB), HGL oversaw 
the design, construction, and operation of the first in situ thermal treatment project ever 
completed under an active railway. HGL worked with CSX Transportation, the owner of the 
railway, to install electrodes within its right-of-way for the large-scale electrical resistance 
heating (ERH) system. ERH treatment reduced TCE levels by 97.2% and 1,4-DCB levels by 
99.5%.

Throughout the project, HGL managed communication among numerous stakeholders, 
fostering open communication and transparency. Owing to the success of the project, HGL 
was selected to present at DCHWS’s April 2022 “If at First You Don’t Succeed… Successful 
Remedy Modifications” panel.

HGL’s President, Dr. Peter Huyakorn, noted “HGL is proud of the talented team who 
developed and executed the innovative approach for overcoming the complex challenges 
presented by the Joint Base Andrews project. We are honored to receive this distinguished 
award.”

HydroGeoLogic, Inc., Completes Integration of Former Subsidiary Spectrum Engineering and 
Environmental, LLC

On July 1, 2022, Spectrum Engineering and Environmental, LLC (SEE), which has been 
operating as a wholly owned subsidiary of HydroGeoLogic, Inc. (HGL), will complete its 
integration into HGL and become HGL’s Billings, Montana, office.

HGL, a full-service environmental engineering and 
remedial construction firm, opened dialogue with Spectrum 
Engineering, Inc., in 2014 to find a teaming partner with 
hard rock mine reclamation experience for future contract 
opportunities with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Spectrum’s reputation 
within the industry, long-term contracts with the states of 
Montana, Utah, and Wyoming, and proven ability to deliver 
cost-effective innovative engineering solutions to complex 
mine reclamation projects made it an ideal partner.

In December 2014 Spectrum Engineering, Inc., signed an agreement to be purchased by HGL, and in July 2015 the transaction was 
completed. Spectrum Engineering, Inc., was subsequently renamed Spectrum Engineering and Environmental, LLC. The acquisition 
expanded HGL’s experience in the fields of hard rock and coal mine site engineering and reclamation, and it allowed HGL to combine 
that experience with its own water treatment system O&M experience to capture more back-end work at mine reclamation sites.

The completed integration will result in a more cohesive and efficient organization better able to meet the needs of HGL’s clients. 
“Completing the integration of SEE will allow HGL to continue to expand its service offerings and client base within the environmental 
area,” said HGL President and CEO, Peter Huyakorn, PhD. “We look forward to what the future will bring and will continue our mission 
to provide the best professional services and exceed customer expectations.”

Site visit by Air Force dignitary

Project Site at Joint Base Andrews 
(JBA)

Drill Rig Over RR Tracks for Borings



Member Highlights

13 14

North Wind is Building for Success 
Local Project Progress
Construction is progressing at the Department of Energy’s (DOE) Mercury Treatment Facility at the Y-12 National Security Complex 
in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. The facility is key to future cleanup projects at the site. Construction of the facility is being completed by a 
joint venture of APTIM and North Wind (ANW).

In mid-April, North Wind participated in the Advanced Manufacturing Collaborative (AMC) Facility 
groundbreaking ceremony at the University of South Carolina Aiken Campus. Thomas Milos (pictured to right) 
is North Wind’s Project Manager for the construction of the new building. The Facility will provide accessible, 
modern, and flexible laboratory space for EM’s Savannah River National Laboratory and its collaboration 
partners.

Awards
 ▶ North Wind Portage, Inc., (a North Wind subsidiary company) received the 8(a)/Small Disadvantaged Business of the Year 

from DOE Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization (OSDBU) FY 2021 Annual Small Business Award Program. 
This award recognizes the outstanding performance of a Small Business Administration-certified 8(a) and/or Small 
Disadvantaged Business, for exceptional performance in activities contributing to core DOE mission accomplishments.

 ▶ Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plant (PORTS) and Moab Uranium Mill Tailings Remedial Action (UMTRA) projects are the 
recipients of DOE GreenBuy Awards for fiscal year 2021 by purchasing Priority Products in multiple categories. 

 ▶ North Wind Solutions, LLC (a North Wind subsidiary company) recently received a “Business On a Roll Award” from the Tri-
City Regional Chamber of Commerce in Washington. North Wind is a critical subcontractor to Environmental Management 
contractor Hanford Mission Integration Solutions (HMIS) for the Hanford Mission Essential Services Contract, providing 
infrastructure and site services necessary to accomplish environmental cleanup of the Hanford Site.

North Wind is actively seeking talent to fill key positions all over the country as the company has seen significant growth in the last 
several years. To view or apply for current career opportunities, visit: https://northwindgrp.com/careers/

LATA-CTI Environmental Services, LLC Awarded $60M MATOC for Environmental Remediation Services by 
USACE Kansas City District
ALBQUERQUE, NM: July 27, 2022 – The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Kansas City District recently announced the award 
for Small Business Indefinite Delivery/Indefinite Quantity (IDIQ) Multiple Award Task Order Contracts (MATOC) for Environmental 
Remediation Services (ERS) to primarily support existing and future USACE customers of the Districts within the Northwest Division 
and Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 2. LATA-CTI Environmental Services, LLC (a joint venture between Los Alamos 
Technical Associates, Inc. and CTI and Associates, Inc.) was one of eleven small business award recipients. The shared contract value 
is $60 million with a base ordering period of three years plus an option period of two years.

LATA-CTI Environmental Services, LLC will support USACE and EPA with hazardous, toxic, and radioactive waste (HTRW) remediation 
projects for both civilian and military agencies of the federal government. This contract for environmental response will include 
service and construction activities mandated by the Defense Environmental Restoration Program (DERP), Superfund, environmental 
compliance and pollution prevention projects under the Department of Defense (DOD) Environmental Quality Program, Brownfields, 
Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP), environmental cleanup activities under the Base Realignment and Closure 
(BRAC) Program, Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), and other 
environmental and homeland security laws and regulations requiring support activities for military installations, USACE civil works 
projects, and work for other federal agencies.

LATA and CTI bring over 30 years of combined experience working for the USACE Kansas City District. Together, our team will provide 
USACE the complementary skills, capabilities, and experience to self-perform the ERS work under this contract. Photo credit: DOE OREM Facebook post June 16, 2022

https://northwindgrp.com/careers/
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Sigma Science to Provide Nuclear Advisory and Assistance Services in Idaho

The U.S. Department of Energy has selected Sigma Science, Inc. to provide nuclear industry advisory and assistance services to 
the DOE Idaho Operations Office.

Under the 5-year contract, Sigma and its subcontractors – NAC International, Enercon Federal Services, Leidos, and Strata-G – 
will provide DOE-ID technical assistance in the performance of engineering reviews and analyses, technical evaluations, regulatory 
reviews, cost estimating, program management, management assessments, and technical monitoring.

Sigma is a small, disadvantaged business founded in 1996 in Albuquerque, NM.  The company has a 25-year proven history of 
delivering critical solutions to federal clients and serving as a trusted provider of advisory services and assistance to the DOE, 
National Nuclear Security Administration, and U.S. Department of Defense.  

With its small- and large-business partners, the team brings long-standing working relationships with industry-providers of 
advanced reactor technologies and fuel design.  NAC is a recognized leader in nuclear fuel cycle technology, including spent fuel 
operations, facility licensing, and transportation services and equipment.  Enercon has experience at every U.S. nuclear power plant 
and is a recognized leader in nuclear utility operations.  Leidos is a Fortune 500 company with more than 40 years’ experience 
supporting the nuclear industry, and Strata-G is a small business with extensive experience supporting nuclear operations and 
development of advanced reactor technologies.   

Sigma CEO Gilbert Torres commented that “With ten proposals submitted for this contract, DOE had a lot of high-quality options.  
I’m pleased that they recognized the extensive experience of our exceptional team, and we are excited to put that experience to work 
supporting nuclear energy work scope in Idaho.”

Sigma Science Receives “Flying 40” Award 

For the third year in a row, Sigma Science, Inc. has been recognized 
as one of the leading technology companies in the state of New Mexico. 
The annual New Mexico Flying 40 Program celebrates technology 
entrepreneurs and the contribution they make to the state’s economy. 
This year marks the 25th anniversary of the Flying 40. To be considered 
for inclusion, company growth is measured over the previous five years. 
Sigma Science CEO Gil Torres said “I am very appreciative of the Sigma 
Science employees.  This award is a testament to their hard work and dedication, which ensures that we maintain our standard of 
excellence while continuing to grow.”

For more information, visit www.sigmasci.com.

CALL FOR HIGHLIGHTS
Submit your member highlights for the next issue of the ETEBA Newsletter! Submissions should include a title, high resolution 
company logo, and supporting graphics when appropriate. Emphasize relevancy for our industry/markets, and be limited to 350 
words.

Member highlights may include:

 ▶ News of Big Wins
 ▶ Significant Project Success Stories
 ▶ Notable Accomplishments of Individual Staff
 ▶ Significant Contributions to the Industry
 ▶ Upcoming Events
 ▶ Awards, Recognitions and/or Inventions
 ▶ Acquisitions/Merger News
 ▶ Key Publications/Presentations
 ▶ Academic & Research Contributions

All submittals will be reviewed and if we need to get back to you with questions or requests for more information, we will. Please 
keep in mind this is a great opportunity for sharing your company’s capabilities and experience; however, we seek, and all want to 
read, objectively-written materials which avoid sales/self-promotional language.

Please send your input to hannah@eteba.org no later than October 14th to allow time for review and a back-and-forth exchange if 
necessary. Please also include a high resolution company logo, your company’s web address, and primary contact information. 

Thank you for your support and contribution to the ETEBA Quarterly Newsletter!

http://www.sigmasci.com
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SPECTRA TECH, INC. NAMED DEPT OF ENERGY SMALL BUSINESS OF THE YEAR FOR 2021
Oak Ridge, TN, April 19, 2022 – Spectra Tech, Inc. (Spectra Tech) is proud to be named the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Small 
Business of the Year for 2021. The award, issued by the DOE Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization (OSDBU), recognizes 
the “creative, unique, and extraordinary performance of a small business which has significantly and directly impacted core DOE 
mission objectives and requirements.”
This award was given in recognition of Spectra Tech’s performance as the small business prime contractor for the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) Licensed Facilities contract. In response to receiving the award, Spectra Tech’s President Dr. Loong Yong stated, “We 
are honored and very appreciative of this special recognition by DOE. Many thanks to all our employees, clients, teaming partners, and 
subcontractors whose hard work and dedication to excellence made it possible for us to win this important award.”
According to the OSDBU announcement, Spectra Tech “is an exemplary partner who possesses the ability to adapt and leave programs 
better than they inherited.” Spectra Tech also “provided side-by-side cost comparison of the cost to DOE-ID under multiple scenarios 
surrounding COVID-19. DOE-ID was able to make an informed decision and was able to consider cost a factor.”

ABOUT SPECTRA TECH, INC.
Founded in 1995, Spectra Tech today is a thriving engineering and nuclear services company working on national security, 
environmental cleanup, and clean energy projects worldwide for its clients. Throughout the company’s history, Spectra Tech has 
maintained an excellent track record for customer satisfaction, high employee morale, and job safety. With headquarters in Oak Ridge, 
TN, and additional offices in Los Alamos, NM, and Las Vegas, NV, Spectra Tech is well positioned to serve our clients across the nation. 
Spectra Tech staff has backgrounds in nuclear criticality safety, nuclear safety and operations, radiation protection, safeguards and 
security, engineering, spent nuclear fuel, and decontamination and decommissioning. Learn more at www.spectratechinc.com.

Spectra Tech and Orano Announce Formation of Spectrano Joint Venture 
In April 2022, the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) approved the application from Orano Federal Services LLC and Spectra 
Tech, Inc. for the Mentor-Protégé program (MPP). Following this approval, the two companies have formed a joint venture (JV) named 
Spectrano, led by small business Spectra Tech. 

With its member companies’ more than 50 years of combined experience, Spectrano will pursue small business set-aside contracts 
and leverage its history of performance at federal sites across the country. Spectrano’s market differentiators include extensive 
leadership and SME experience in key mission areas combined with access to the latest generation of technology and cutting-edge 
nuclear industry innovations.  

“The Spectrano joint venture is a natural combination of strengths by two long-time federal services providers,” said Loong Yong, 
Spectrano president. “Our shared focus on safety, quality, and performance—with a strong dash of innovation—positions us as a 
reliable provider on any team.”

Spectra Tech is a minority-owned engineering, environmental, and nuclear services company based in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. It was 
founded and is still owned by Loong Yong, Ph.D., in 1995. The company’s core areas of expertise include nuclear safety, criticality safety, 
safeguards & security, and radiation protection. The Spectra Tech team’s quality performance has supported projects worldwide for 
a range of clients, including U.S. federal agencies, government contractors, and private commercial companies. In April 2022, Spectra 
Tech received the Small Business of the Year Award for 2021 from the Department of Energy’s Office of Small and Disadvantaged 
Business Utilization (OSDBU) specifically recognizing “the creative, unique, and extraordinary performance of a small business which 
has significantly and directly impacted core DOE mission objectives and requirements.”

Orano Federal Services, headquartered in Charlotte, NC, is part of the global Orano company offering products and services in the front 
end and the back end of the nuclear fuel cycle and to advanced reactor developers. For the U.S. government, Orano FS provides nuclear 
fuel cycle technologies and environmental management services using proven and first-of-a-kind technologies that help meet the 
nation’s cleanup and closure needs, along with engineering solutions for managing used nuclear fuel and radioactive waste. 

http://www.spectratechinc.com
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Veolia opens new GeoMelt® vitrification facility in Texas
On June 15, Veolia Nuclear Solutions – Federal Services (VNSFS) held a ribbon-cutting event at the new GeoMelt® vitrification facility it 
designed, built and operates on the Waste Control Specialists (WCS) site in Andrews, Texas. 

The guest list included officials from the Idaho National Laboratory (INL), Oak Ridge and other DOE sites, as well as international guests. 
The Andrews GeoMelt® system was designed in part to further the disposition of DOE sodium-contaminated, reactive metal and 
other previously orphaned and commercial mixed low-level wastes (MLLW). The system installed and the technology used is an In-
Container Vitrification (ICV)™ unit. Initially, most waste treated will be DOE-generated MLLW, with the system operated by VNSFS, and 
with resulting immobilized waste meeting the WCS waste acceptance criteria for disposal.
VNSFS has performed numerous GeoMelt® treatability studies to demonstrate and fine tune the technology for treating sodium and 
reactive metal waste that also contain low levels of radioactive contamination. Through the commissioning of a full-scale commercial 
system in Richland, Washington, in 2018, the process has been successfully used to treat reactive metal wastes at full scale and shown 
to be an efficient and safe method for treating and allowing for a safe disposal path of this radioactive waste material. 
This second system at Andrews will allow INL to increase the disposal of MLLW and provide other DOE sites, including Oak Ridge, an 
important disposal option for legacy waste as they work to meet their cleanup commitments.
DOE’s cleanup program is now at the stage where it is addressing the most challenging wastes, which require innovative technologies, 
relationships and partnerships like Veolia Is demonstrating with its two GeoMelt® systems.
Veolia’s GeoMelt® technology has already treated more than 26,000 metric tons of radioactive and hazardous waste, much of it in the 
U.S. In November 2021, the company announced a partnership with Electricité de France (EDF) to form its Waste2Glass joint venture., 
which will take up the challenge of the industrial deployment of GeoMelt® in Europe, making it possible to broaden and simplify the use 
of the vitrification process for a wider range of waste types.
For more information, contact Brett Campbell, VNSFS Vice President of Engineering and Technology Deployment: 
brett.campbell@vnsfs.com

SSSB decontamination project reaches milestone
VNS Federal Services (VNSFS) project in Alabama - handling the waste portion of the 
decommissioning, dismantling and disposal of the Surface Ship Support Barge (SSSB) – recently 
reached an important milestone.
The dewatering of the massive ship was completed on May 26, according to VNSFS Project 
Manager Tony Scott. A pump system designed by VNSFS engineers helped to significantly 
reduce costs on the project, save time and reduce risk, Scott said.
This 18-month project involves removing all hazardous and radiologically impacted materials and recycling the clean materials from 
the SSSB. The contract is with the United States Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA). It is led by APTIM Federal Services, with 
VNSFS a critical subcontractor. It is expected to be completed by the end of 2022.
The SSSB is a WW II-era T-2 tanker that was converted into a dockside refueling facility for nuclear-powered surface ships.

New VNSFS Director of Engineering
Veolia Nuclear Solutions - Federal Services (VNSFS) welcomes Matt St Germaine as its Director 
of Engineering. 
Matt is an experienced leader in the engineering industry and has worked on several important 
projects at the Hanford site in Richland, Washington, including the Sludge Retrieval Project, 
for which he was awarded the U.S. Secretary of Energy Achievement Award. He has more than 
15 years of experience leading and managing challenging projects and multi-disciplinary 
engineering teams, supporting multiple Category 2 nuclear facilities, across Hanford and DOE.
As best stated by Matt, “I am excited to get back to my design roots, to support the engineering 
team at VNSFS, and to grow a team ready to solve the challenges faced by DOE and its prime 
contractors.”

Matt can be reached at matthew.stgermaine@vnsfs.com.

Improvements underway at Alaron nuclear materials facility
Alaron Nuclear Services began projects this spring to increase the rail spur capacity at the 
western Pennsylvania nuclear materials processing facility and add a second blast booth.
The rail spur expansion will allow Alaron to process more shipments into and out of the site, 
and double Alaron’s capacity to handle trans-loading shipments by consolidating them into 
covered gondola rail cars. Trans-loading provides a huge savings to customers shipping waste, 
explained David Wilburn, Alaron’s Director of Business Development. “Truck hauling prices have 
soared, both from higher diesel prices and a shortage of truck drivers, making rail much more 
economical,” Wilburn said. The project is expected to be complete in October.
Alaron is also adding a second decontamination-dedicated blast booth, which will double its throughput capacity for three business 
lines: decontamination, coatings/painting and free-release. The new blast booth is expected to begin operations in September.
For more information about Alaron, visit www.vnsfederalservices.com.

VNSFS President & CEO Billy Morrison speaks at a ribbon-cutting ceremony

http://www.vnsfederalservices.com

